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old man was told. " Come with us to Brest-Litovsk and
make peace with the Germans." A little more persuasion,
a little money promised, and thus, incredibly, the lacuna
in the delegation was filled. Stashkov departed for Brest-
Litovsk, where later he was to be a social tour deforce*

In addition to the " mandatory representatives " there
were attached to the delegation nine naval and military
officers, headed by Admiral Vasili Altvater, and including
Lieutenant-Colonel Fokke, whose published recollections
are a valuable source of information. These unfortunates,
placed by fate in a false and humiliating position, were in a
purely advisory capacity, and had no voice or power of
voting. Plucked arbitrarily and suddenly from their com-
mands, they were compelled to give their technical advice
to a Government which they were convinced was ready to
barter away Russia's territory in pursuit of a policy of
peace at any price. Like sheep to the slaughter, they came,
with death in their souls, to the betrayal of their country.
Subsequently the front which Joffe and Kamenev put up
during the armistice negotiations brought about a change
of attitude and a warmer degree of enthusiasm among
these officers. Trotsky even spoke of Admiral Altvater as
becoming " plus bolchevik que les bolcheviks sur cette ques-
tion de la paix ", but this new loyalty did not save the
Admiral from a cruel death during the Red Terror which
followed the attempted assassination of Lenin in August
1918.2

Lumbering southward in their war-worn train, this
strange menagerie, as Fokke called them, came at last to
the Russian front lines at Dvinsk. Here they were greeted
with wild applause by the troops, to the gratification of the

1  Lieutenant-Colonel Ivan Grigoreyevitch Fokke, " Na stsene i sa
kulisami brestskoi tragikomedii ", in Arkhiv Russkoi Revoliutsii (edited
by I. V. Hessen, Berlin, 1925-1934), xx. 15-17.

2  Captain Jacques Sadoul, Notes sur la revolution bolchevique (Paris,
1920), pp. 140-141; Fokke, p. 13.